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conditions. They become professional men of all kinds and
civil servants, and we should give them all the scope pos-
sible in those directions, but we should also enlist their
invaluable aid as the natural leaders of their own people,
on the native administrations and councils, in teaching and
in every way to bridge the gap betweeii the old and the
new. Especially should we avoid the creation of a discon-
tented class of educated people, suspicious of or even hostile
to our efforts, and with no natural or proper outlets for
their knowledge and energies. This is indeed, as will be seen,
the policy we are now actively carrying out.
West Africa owes a great deal to the pioneer labours of
Mary Kingsley, Mary Slessor, Mungo Park, Goldie, Lugard
and a host of others, not forgetting the obscure traders who
laid the foundations of the present organized and prosperous
communities, and for the most part left their bones on the
Coast. It is to be hoped that British West Africa in the
future will prove worthy of these pioneers and will build up
progressive and prosperous African communities who will
be proud of their British citizenship and of their association
with the British Commonwealth. With the development of
the individual Colonies, and with the growth of communi-
cations, especially by air, it may prove possible to revive
under more favourable conditions the federation of British
West Africa as a whole which was prematurely attempted in
early days/ A beginning has indeed been made with closer
administrative and economic links between- the four Colonies,
and the West African Governors* Conference may prove to
be the nucleus of a future federation, wrhich might eventually
extend to the French territories. In the meantime, con-
stitutional advances are being progressively introduced into
the four legislatures and steps are being taken to lay the
foundations of a University of West Africa and to carry out
many other developments.